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English-language abstracts for documents 1 to 5 are enclosed. A concise 
explanation of relevance for this document is beUeved to be provided by the English-language 
abstract. English-language abstracts for documents 6 to 8 could not be found and are therefore 
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It was stated by the Examiner in the Office Action dated May 7, 2004 that 
document 9 ("the Culhane reference") had been cited in the August 1 Information Disclosure 
Statement without a pubHcation date. Accordingly, document 9 is being cited herein with a 
publication date. 

Document 1 is believed to be the Japanese counterpart of U.S. Patent No. 
6,088,490, which was also cited in the August 1 Information Disclosure Statement, and is being 
cited herein per the Examiner's request in the outstanding Office Action. 

Documents 14 to 16 were cited during prosecution of a European patent 
application corresponding to the above U.S. application. A copy of the European Search Report, 
dated August 13, 2004, is enclosed. 

The remaining documents were cited in the specification and are also being cited 
herein per the Examiner's request in the outstanding Office Action. In this regard, document 2 
was cited at page 9, line 5; documents 3 and 5 at page 52, lines 15 and 16; document 4 at page 
101, line 10; document 6 at page 77, lines 16 and 17; documents 7 and 8 at page 167, line 5; 
document 10 at page 26, lines 4 to 7; document 1 1 at page 34, line 1; document 1 1 at page 40, 
lines 20 to 25; and document 13 at page 60, lines 6 to 8. 

Since the subject application has received an Office Action on the merits, this 
Information Disclosure Statement is accompanied by the requisite $180.00 fee. The Examiner is 
urged to study this information in its entirety and to form an independent determination of the 
materiality of the information to the claimed invention. Additionally, the Examiner is requested 
to indicate that this information has been considered by initialing the appropriate portion of the 
attached Form PTO-1449. 
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